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SHANSHAL MURISIPAL POLISE 
C.&S.B8 RIGSTRY 


November 14, le 


; Sir, 
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter No. C.I.D. N0.1233/31 of November 6, 
regar¢ing Vasili Palecek alias Dietrich Kelley and 
SD , 
to thank you for the information cortained therein. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
Deputy Commissioner (Crime). 
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Inspector Generel of Police, 
Police Headquarters, 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL P _ 7 
Cc. & S. B. 
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22nd September, 1931, 
Sir, 


re Vasili Palecek, 
I have the honour to acknowledge with thanks, 


the receipt of your letter S,B,D,2712, dated 16,9,1931, 


the contents of which have been noted, 


I have the honour to ove, 


Sir, 


Your obedfent servant, 


(ds 


NSPECTOR GENERAL OF Porc 


WeroR eENBepAent of . Police. 


peputy Commissioner of Police, 
(Crima & Special Branch) 
Shanghai Municipal Council, 
SHANGHAT, 


. SDAP E'TIPAL POLIS: 7 


S. B. D..2 2. 
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September 16, Sle 


Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, 
receipt of your letter C.1I.1).1233/31 and enclosure of 
September 5 and to forward herewith a covy of the 
criminal nesgra of Vasili Palecek alias Dietrich Keller 
who, it has been found from the fingerprints, {is known 
to us as Otto Robespierre alias Straton Lorenie Stephan 
hence the reason, in the absence of fingerprints, for 
my letter of August 31 stating that the man was not 
known to u8e. , 

Eset em 2 I have the honour to be, 
a Sir, 


a Your obedient servant, 


Deputy Commissioner (Crime). 


Inspector General of Police, 
Police Headquarters, 
Hongkonge 
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No. ud. 1938/30. 
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BE QUOTED IN REFERENCE 
TO THIS LETTER+ 
5th September 1931, 


Sir, 

I have for acknowledgment @ your letter 8,B,D,2712 
dated August 31st 1931, regarding the Bulgarian National, 
Vasili Palecek alias Dietrich Keller, and have noted 
that you have nothing in your records concerning him, 

As per your request I have the honour to enclose 
herewith a copy of the finger prints of the said Vasili 


Palecek which you may retain, 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


1 - o i Ng st p. Inspectdx Geferal of Police, 


Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
(Crime and Spe¢sal Branch), 
Shanghai Municipal Council, : 
SHANGHAT. 
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August Sl, Sle 


Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter C.1.D. 1233/31 of August 21, and to thank 
you for the information contained therein concerning 
a Bulgarian national, Vasili Paleeek, alias Dietrich 
Keller, and also for copies of his photograph. 

There is nothing in the records of this force 
against him and I would be thankful if you will send 
me a copy of his tirwerestak tux record. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


4 


Deputy Commissioner (Crime). 


‘Inspector General of Police, 
Policdé Headquarters, 
Hongkenge 


Crm. 1933/30. 


NUMBER AND DATE SHOULD 
BE QUOTED IN REFERENCE , 


POLICE HEADQUARTERS, 
HONG KONG. 


TO THIS LETTER. 


21st August 1931, 


Sir, 


I have the honour to enclose for your 
information a copy of a Police report concerning, 
a 

and two photosa Bulgarian national named Vasili 
Palecek alias Dietrich Keller, arehitect, aged 40 
aaa aan Si | 

years, born at Sofia, Bulgaria, who was convicted 
in this Colony on 5,831 for "larceny by trick of 
a diamond ring", He is now serving a sentence of 


3 months i,L, and has been recommended for deporta= 


tion on the expiration of that term, 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient ervant, 


p. Inspec Wb, e, 


Deputy Commissioner of Police, 


ol (Crime & Special Branch) 


Shanghai Municipal Council, 


SHANGHAY, 
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Vasili Palecek alias Dietrich Keller, aged 40 years, said to 
be an archetect and engineer born in Sofia, Bugaria, 

The above named man first came to the notice of the 
Hong Kong Police on 27,7,31, apparently having arrived from 
Shanghai on a Japanese steamer the previous day, He engaged 
two of the best mas the Peninsula Hotel, registerindnis 
name as D, K - fa hie nationality as German, 

At about 11 a,m, on 27,7,31, this man went to the Wai 
Kee Jewellers shop which is in Queen's Road Central adjoining 
the Hong Kong Hotel, He saw the proprietor and requested to 
be show some diamond rings, and finally selected an l&t, 
gold ring with a 2ct, diamond set in a claw valued $2250, 00, 

Producing the keys to his rooms at his Hotel, he asked 
the jeweller to bring the ring to his hotel the same after- 
noon saying that he wished to submit it first to the person 
to whom he was presenting it, 

The Jeweller accordingly went to "Keller's" rooms at 
the Peninsula Hotel at about 3 p.m, the same day, and produced 
the ring. Keller took it away to the adjoining room on three 
different occasions giving the jeweller the impression that 
it was being inspected there by Keller's wife, 

After asking a few questions about the price of the 
ring, Keller left the room this time not returning, The 
jeweller remained seated for another half hour and becoming 
uneasy, went out and questioned the lift boys, and di: overed 
Keller had left the building, 

At 4,30 p.m, the jeweller reported the matter to the 

ow Forging Mokwiny Pafece 
Police, and at about 7 a.m, , he was arrested at Tai Po 
Railway Station being then in possession of a ticket to Shum 
Chun which is just over the border in Chinese Territory, It 
was also found that he had attempted to book for Canton, but 
on hearing the Canton Express did not stop at Tai Po, had 
taken the ticket to Shum Chun, 

Palecek alias Keller was sentenced to 3 months H,L, 


been 
and has recommended for deportation On the expiration 


atest 
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of his term of imprisonment, The diamond ring has not so far 
been ecovered, 

GSstauvtw 

enquiries revealed the fact that 
about the same time as he was negotiating for the ring, he 
was also negotiating with another jeweller for pearl necklaces 
and with a money-changer for the sum of £550, which he said 
he was to buy for $12,180.00, Shanghai currency, His plans 
seem to have miscarried for he absconded with the ring only, 

Palecek alias Keller has stated that he arrived 
in Mukden in 1921 and worked as building engineer with the 
firm of Lother Marcks, Civil Contractor, for 9 years, This 
firm failed and he arrived in Shanghai with his wife and chile 
dren on 3,1,31, In the middle of liay, being unemployed in 
Shanghai, he sent his family back to Bulgaria, 

He further states that having been advised by 
friends to seek employment in Sumatra, he left shanghai by 
S.S, Lushan kiaru arriving Hong Kong 26,.7,31, (before leaving 
Shanghai he states he obtained a passport them). No evidence 
to support his statement that he arrived here on the S.5, 


Lushan iiazu has been found, 


Description, 


Aged 40 years, 5'9}"" tall,slim build, red curl¢y 


NO tt 
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hair and slight red moustache, 
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sir, 


1 have to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter No.5554 of march 4, 1941, enclosing the 
fingerprints and photograph of one utto KobesSpierre 
who is wanted by the rublic safety bureau, 1singtao, 
On a Charge ot defrauding the urand notel at isingtao 
on January 13, 1931, and to forward herewith a Sopy 
of my letter to the isingtao authorities which la 
self explanatory. 

ici aaa and een tae returned 
m ae 9 BEEERTe us requested. , 
= 1 am, oir, 


173 your ubedient oervant, 


ey 


D. (L.&S.B) 


for vVolmmuissioner of rolice. 


President, 
shanghai opecial District VLourt, 


Shanghai. 
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Karoh 9, 


sir, 
1 have to informs you that a letter, 
dated ‘arch 4, 1931, has been received from 


the rresident of the shanghai opecial vistrict 


“Sourt forwarding the fingerprints and photogra.nh 


of one vtto kobespierre, who is wanted by you on 
a Gnarge of fraud perpetrated o:1 the urand Hotel 
at teingtao on January 13, i193]. 
kecords show that kobespierrs was sentenced 
by the shanghai 2, ,eGlal District Lourt on 
february 7, 19351 to four months imprisonment on two 
counts of fraud and false pretences, which scntence 
he is now gerving in the municipal Gaol. 
fhe fingerprint record and photogra,.h 
have been returmed to the shanghai opecial vistrict 
Courte 
I aa, sir, 
Your vbedient woervant, 


D.C. (¢ &S.B) 


for Commissioner of volice. 


Chief of the Public safety Sureau, 


Taingtao. 
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» . Memorandum. 


POLICE FORCE, 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, 


Shanghai.- O- _F — 193% 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 1, 2772. 


——— ae 
Commissioner's Orrice! ° oe ans F 


Tassiution of DOipatch from the Shanghai Special District Court. 


No.5554. IMarch 4, 1. 


‘he Commissione: of Police, 
Shanghai Municipal Council. 
Sir, 

I have to inform you of the receipt of a despatch 
from the Public Safety Bureau, ‘'singtau, to the following 
effect:- 

"One January 29, one Zang Kwauh Tshen, Manager of the 
Ysingtau Grand Hotel, reported to our Superintendont 
on Special Affairs, Mr. Oen Tuh “oo, that on January 
18, one Norwegian named 'Vah Fr Li Too' went to his 
hotel and stayed there for two days. “hen the per- 
s0n ieft he forgot to take away the package with an 
inscription of 'U.S. Gh500. equivalent to “10,000! 
on the outside, w ich was given to the Hotel Manarer 
to turn over to the Hongltong & Shangliai Bank for 
safe-leeping. In order to put hims1f in a sate 
position the hotel nanager made an application 
before Superintendent Oen for that the contents of 
the package be examined." 

"On tne authority of this Bureau, Superinten- 
dent Oen went with a ropresentative fron the Japanese 
Consulate and the hotel manager to the Bank oft January 
3G with a view to examining the contents of the 
package referred to. When the paciiage was unsealed 
nothing more than 7 or 8 pieces of pebbles wrapped 
in newspapers could be found. Then, the hotel manager 
began to be aware that he had been deceived as the 
person had not paid the hotel rent amounting, to ahout 


$30," 
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"The description furnished by the Hotel Manager 
reminded Superintendent Oen of the criminal named 
"Ncauh Dau Lau Bak S Pi Yah' who was arre :ted in 
Tsingtau in l’ebruary of the 17th year of the Republic 
of China, and was handed over to the Shanghai Munici- 
pai Council as requested, and was subsequently sen- 

by tho lute Shanghei Provisional Court 
tenced to one year's imprisomment for having stolen 
jJeowelleries and a draft for £5000. from one Austrian 
lady. The finger print record and the photo of the 
said criminal were accordingly shown to the hotel 
manuger who alleged that the original of the photo 
wags the very person he had just described." 

"While investigations were going on, Superintendent 
Oen came across an article in the Tsingtau Tah Ngoo Zu 
Pau (English) wi:ich stated that one notorious cheat, 

‘Mu Too Loo Pi S Bi Er' otherwise Imown as 'Vah Zae 

Zu Sau Suh' also known as'Soo Le S Pok 2u' was tried 
in the Shanghai Special District Court on severa] counts 
of larceny by trick. According to the remarl:s of the 
Procurator of that Court, the criminal] was found to be 
the very person known as 'Neauh Deu Lau Balk S Pi Yah! 
who was once arrested in Tsingtau and sentenced to one 
year's imprisonment for larceny by trick. After his 
release from gaol, he had again cormitted several 
counts of larceny by trick in which cases Kuh Suh 
Restaurant,’ Henry the Tailor and The Taylor Garage were 
the victims. He was accordingly handed over at the 
request of the Municipal Council of the International 
Settlement where he vas subsequently sentenced to 4 
months’ imprisonment by the Courte" 

"In view of the above, we have to state that | 
'Eu Too Loo Pi S Bi Er' and 'Ngauh Dau Iau Bak S Pi 
Yah' are alleged to be the same person. Furthermore, 
'Vah Er Li Too} who is wanted in the cheat at the ‘4 


Tsingtau Grand Hotel, and one ‘'Ngauh Dau Lau Rak S Pi 
Yah' are alike in appearance. However, vwitztfauffiocient | 
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"proof we dare not to draw our conclusion that they are 
the sane person. ‘Lherefore wo are forwarding herewith 
the finger print record and the photo of tho criminal 
concorned with & request that a comparison be made. 

If it is found to be the sane person, we havo to re- 
quest that he be dealt with as in cases of concurrence 
of offences. Please return the enclosures to us as 
goon as you are through with them." 


In consequence of the abdve, I am transmitting the finger 


print record and the photo for your information end have to 


request that necessary steps be tal:en with a view to ascer- 


taining whether or not 'Ngauh Dau lau Bak S Pi Yah' is an 


alias of 'Vah Kr Li Too'. Please return to me the enclosures 


ug g00nN as you are throush with them. 


President Yang Shao Shun. 


(ne finger print record uttachod. 


1..P.Dung. 


